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20-py upnu muanmbmpmﬁﬁblﬂ:ﬁ ﬂLblhEd’ qlulpqll:J
qpué k. «To the modern mind one of the greatest difficulties in
the Ascension is the word “ascension” itself. In Acts 1.11 the As-
cension is described by the word analambanein, which means
“to take up”; in Acts 1.9 it is described by the word epairein,
which means “to lift up”; although the words are different, the
picture is the same. (...) It is significant to note that this very
word analambanein is used in the Greek Old Testament about
two men whose deaths were strange and mysterious. It is used
of Elijah, who went up by a whirlwind into heaven (II Kings
2.11); and in Ecclesiastics it is used of both Elijah and Enoch,
who were taken up from the earth (Eccl. 48.9; 49.14). The fact
is that no one writing in either OT or NT times would think in
any other way. If anyone in those days wished to describe a
mysterious ending to a life which was victorious over death,
there is no other way of speaking which he could use (...) we do
not know what actually happened at the time of the Ascension.
It is not the picture which is important but the truth behind the
picture. The picture is only the symbolic envelope of the truth.

...It must be clear that the Ascension was an absolute neces-
sity. It was in the first place necessary that Jesus should remain
visibly with his disciples for some time after his Resurrection.
That was necessary in order that they might be truly and fully
convinced that he was alive, that his legacy to them was not, as

someone has put it, “dead and inoperative information”, but a
living presence (...) Some quite definite end to interim period
after Resurrection was necessary (...) some terminating event
had to happen, and that event is the Ascension »:
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Up hp wpwlbpnlbpniG hbun bywe:

4.- Lwlpupadwl wnolhG U. Gpwjhl plipbpgnidlbph
LG. Unmfhullﬁhanﬁ q‘npéhpn q.llpf]:ﬁ‘ 1.1-14. Lo
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